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Walking by Faith

When I was 15, all I wanted to do was to get my pilot’s license.  
My uncle invited me along as he practiced for his ILS certification.  
That means that he was qualified to fly in conditions like fog and rain.  
It means that he would rely on the instruments to put the plane on the ground.  
And it’s what pilots do from small single engine planes to jumbo jets. 

So Uncle Pete put on the special glasses that only gave him the ability to read the instruments and we practiced. 
(I also got a little airsick and went to sleep) 
And I’m surprised my mom let me go…
(but there was an instructor as Pete was just practicing).  
When you think about it – 
it’s relying on machines that are working appropriately and that the plane is in order. 
Flying by faith – and not by sight.

This morning, we hear Paul reflecting on his time in Corinth.  
And this part of his letter to those churches point us to a spiritual discipline – 
that we are called to walk by faith and not by sight – 
to live in hope – 
or as another pastor put it – holy optimism
This is a radical ‘step’ in a different direction. 
And it’s that step that’s the hardest to take.

So just what does it mean to walk by faith and not by sight?
When we walk by faith, 
we make decisions about what we should do 
and where we should go 
based on a trust that God will equip us by faith. 
Walking by faith means beginning at the cross and going from there.
Our knowing is based on the assurance that God will lead us. 
Walking by faith means that we measure our next step and our decisions 
based on what God knows about our future.

But we live in a culture saturated with information—
There’s no new news. 
We can retrieve what we want or need to know 
when we want or need to know it from just about any place on the planet. 
My friend Ken was covering the prison break in upstate New York this week – 
and all the live shots he engineered repeated the same info over and over again. 

When we make decisions about where we should go 
and or what we should do, 
we do so with confidence in what we can know by seeing, measuring—empirical knowledge. 
This is what we might call walking by sight. 
We live in an age where empirical knowledge is at our fingertips.  
Ask Google or Siri.  
I do it a lot because I want to know.

SO what’s the difference?
Faith is a holy optimism.
Holy optimism. 
We call it hope often but holy optimism works as well…
St. Paul calls the Corinthian church, and us, to confidence. 
Faith is a radical confidence in the active love of God towards us. 
We trust that this love will reshape whatever happens to us into an eternal possibility.
And because we live in faith – our decisions, attitudes, interactions, and values change.  
There is abundance in how we help others, 
we see each other as part of God instead of the other, 
and we look to change systems that oppress based on ethnicity, race, gender identity, education, past, language, even political ideology.  

But holy optimism is not naïve. 
There is no dismissing of Paul’s difficult circumstances 
in his life and certainly in this passage. 
Nor would Paul call us to a false optimism that claims 
life will be easy through faith – 
Paul wrote letters while shackled in prisons because of the Good News.
Quite honestly, life can be a lot harder because of our faith – 
it means making decisions and 
doing life in ways that invite us into a complete trust of God’s presence.

And I think a lot of people feel that when the going gets tough 
and you can’t just see your way logically through the next moment
and God doesn’t answer your prayers the way you want – 
well then screw God. 
This walking by faith stuff is hokum.  
It’s an opiate for the masses. 
I can do it better on my own.

The Good News is that holy optimism is God’s doing. 
Our optimism is the triumph of God—
a triumph that we, by faith, are invited to share. 
And so our behaviors ought to reflect this heaven sent confidence 
when others doubt, we believe; 
when others despair, we dare to hope; 
when others are immobilized, 
we are urged on by Christ into action. 
When others give up, we persevere.

The truth is that hope is invisible. 
You can’t see it or measure it. 
You can’t really explain it 
or even predict when it will rise up within the soul of a person. 
But you cannot have hope and not act on it.

So, how’s your hope factor? 
How’s your holy optimism holding up? 
Paul couldn’t claim this radical confidence without putting it to use in his life. 
He had every reason to give up on those ungrateful and abusive Christians in Corinth. 
But he couldn’t walk away from the hope he held for them. 

The Good News is that our Savior, Jesus, 
will never walk away from you. 
God has an eternal hope in you. 

When the Savior Jesus entered this world 
there was every reason for God to simply let humankind go 
in the despair and violence of that time. 
Instead, God’s eternal hope took the form of a baby born in the backwater town of Bethlehem…just as God had promised. 

The Good News is that because he lives – 
Because Jesus died and rose – 
we can face all our tomorrows in hope – 
the holy optimism that God will always be with us..

Perhaps you have come here today 
and you’re holy optimism is running dry. 
You may be struggling with issues of faith 
and your confidence in God is just about spent. 
You may feel like you have seen too much, felt too much, 
heard too much to be optimistic. 
That’s o.k.—God is here and through the Holy Spirit, 
will restore your hope. 
How many times have you been close to giving up – 
only to have God confirm your unreasonable hope? 
And that’s o.k.—we walk by faith and not by sight. 

Because you & I are God’s children. 
And God loves us. (God loves ____________)

We’re reminded of God’s presence & love
when we touch the water in the font and 
remember the promise and naming made at our baptism –
when we were made new and there is hope.

We’re reminded of God’s hope for God’s people 
when we share in the meal of bread and wine – 
the meal of forgiveness and hope – 
a promise of renewal and life everlasting.

I started humming this Bill Gaither hymn as I was writing this – 
Because he lives…
Because he lives, I can face tomorrow, 
because he lives, all fear is gone, 
Because I know he holds the future 
and live is worth the living, 
just because he lives.

Brothers and sisters, we walk by faith, and not by sight – through all the parts of our lives we do this - because he lives. And that makes all the difference.
TBTG
Amen
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